
Dear Hon Secretary 

Formatting: Words in italica and purple colour are from the Constitution and words in italics and blue colour are by others. 

 

I refer to the proposed resolution 1 proposing to alter Rule 31 "Powers of the Committee" and I make the following observations: 

 

1 - The resolution should have included the current Rule 31 verbatim and as punctuated/formatted. The proposed alterations must follow the same 

punctuation/formatting.  As written it was initially a little confusing to read.  This correction should be accepted as it does not change the substance of the 

proposed resolution. 

 

2 - Included in Rule 31 2 (proposed addition) I suggest that the word "sanction" be replaced with the word "discipline" as "sanction" can mean to penalise / 

discipline or to mean to authorise / give consent.. 

Which meaning of the word "sanction" is intended?  Is it "to penalise / discipline" or is it "to authorise / give consent"? 

 

3 - The proposed resolution proposes to provide for "impeachment" only at a general meeting and by a vote of the membership. 

However "impeach" means to impose a charge / make an accusation. 

If a Committee Members can only be charged with acting in a manner prejudicial to the Club's interest by a vote of the membership at a general meeting 

what is the provision if that charge is upheld by a vote of the membership, for the Committee Member's defence to be heard and what is the procedure for 

that hearing and for the membership to then make an informed vote to uphold the charge or to dismiss the charge or impose some other discipline? 

 

4 - Rule 31 is the wrong Rule to propose to alter in the manner proposed, as Rule 31 2. has nothing to do with discipline (expulsion or suspension). 

Rule 31 2 refers to appointments made by the Committee.  The Committee does not appoint members to the Committee therefore the "save", exceptions 

preventing the Committee from disciplining a Committee Member do not apply here.  These provisions should be written to alter Rule 23. 

As written this proposed resolution 1, is muddled and if carried will only muddle the Constitution as a whole. 

 

Please post this as an open letter to all members in good time before the AGM to enable Members to make an informed decision when voting on this 

proposed resolution at the forthcoming AGM on 31 March 2026 

 

Thank you 

Ian Lander 
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